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existed to support society and would eventually be structured according to
society's values. Class determined who would talce the black or the white
veil. In attempting to seclude themselves from the world, the nuns fell into a
structure that made them a vital part of secular society.
Presenting the intricacies of investments and conventual
relationships as tightly linked, Burns shows that both thrived while the
economy flourished. By the late 1700s, as the economy faltered, the convents
became symbols of decay. Wble recognizing that, at the end of the colonial
period and during the rise o:· the republican order, the old bonds of the
spiritual economy were entirely destroyed, Burns argues that the "spiritual
economy" of Cuzco had not eaded. To this day, the "city's most prosperous
families still cultivate good re ations with...cloistered nuns, even though the
spiritual and economic goals.. have long been split apart, and the means for
satisfying them greatly diversified" (p. 215).
Especially helpful are the conclusions at the end of each chapter
which summarize the main terets. Colonial Habits is a highly readable work
that introduces valuable histor:cal data and provides a fascinating analysis of
the economy and spiritual interests in colonial Cuzco.
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